NECESSITY OF SELF-TRANSCENDENCE
that lurks within the idea of the classless society. By a
curious but familiar self-deception they are persuaded
that provided they, who 'believe' in the classless
society are members of the ruling-class within it, it
must be the classless society indeed. Therefore they
are disinclined to analyse the notion, because that
would involve examining themselves; and instead of
seeking to educate themselves and their comrades into
an understanding of the kind of movement they must
create if the idea of the classless society is not to be a
dangerous will-o'-the-wisp, they concentrate attention
on some melodramatic crisis in a hypothetical future.
Thus, for example, the situation over which socialist
intellectuals are never tired of exercising themselves
is cthe pro-slavery rebellion5 which Marx thought
probable. If there were a democratic victory for
Socialism, say the theorists, the privileged classes
would resist its execution.
When a Socialist Government attains power as well
as office, Mr. Laski expects to see a defection of the
propertied class, directed towards making it imposs-
ible to use the forms of the constitution to bring about
the changes that make up the Labour Party's avowed
programme. Not only will the flight of capital become
in effect an undermining of the authority of Parlia-
ment and the administration; the Civil Service, by
the temper of mind belonging to the class from which
its administrative grade is recruited, will be unable to
co-operate wholeheartedly with its political chiefs;
and even the Judges, by their professional instinct to
interpret all legislation so as to allow the minimum
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